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Subject: The Morning Headlines from InsideEPA/climate -- April 24, 2018

EPA Issuss Carbon-Neutral Biomass Policy, Spurning SAB Review Efforts

EPA in a new guidance document says it will reat carbon dioxide emissions ‘resulting from the combustion of
biomass from managed forests at stationary sources for energy production as carbon neulral,” largely spurming a
Science Advisory Board (SAB) review of the issue because the agency believes it has taken too long.

EPA Floats "Secret Science’ Ban Rule, Signaling Possible Internal Fixes

EPA has sent for White House review a proposed rule {0 increase the transparency of regulatory sciencs,
advancing Administrator Scolt Pruilt's controversial efforts 1o ban the use of “secref science” in a move that
suggests officials have addressed at least some internal concarns that such a policy could violate statutory
protections of medical privacy and trade secrats.

Federal Climats Policy "Vacuum® Has Spurred Uptick In Novel Climate Suits

The recent increass in climate nuisance and other novel private litigation has occurred because of the federal
climate policy “vacuum,” according o several legal observers, and while they disagree on the suits’ prospects,
supporiers say the new litigation has already begun {0 address legal hurdles that would have doomed similar
efforts several years ago.

Litigation: Environmenialists cite major "legal ervor’ in BLY methane ruling

The groups ask the 10th Circuit 1o block a lower court ruling that “commitied an unprecedented legal error” by
staving implemeniation of BLM's reguiation without applving court's traditional four-part tests for such relief.
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Litigation: Cireult court vacates Trump NHTSA's CAFE penally delays

The win for states and environmentalists could presage legal problems for the Trump administration’s broader
efforts to weaken vehicle fuel efficiency rules, critics say.

Loose Change: White House official reiterates support for Pruitt

in today's news roundup: The comments from White House legisiative director come amid new reporting about
Pruitt's time in Oklahoma, where he also displayed a taste for VIP treatment and high-end travel.
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